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THE BOOK OF CANTICLES, OR, SONG OF 
SOLOMON, 

ACCORDING TO THE ENGLISH VERSION, 
REVISED AND EXPLAINED FROM THE ORIGINAL HEBREW. 



" Tbis is B gteat mjgtery : bat I ipealc concerning Christ and the Church." Epfaes. v. 92. 

Afteb loDg study of the Hebrew Scripturee, with a view to sceptical objec- 
tionB, whose force lay in the imperfectioiu of tranalations, the writer foaud 
that in this book many difficulties disappeared under patient investigation ; 
BtUl there were some that had not yielded. 

In Dr. Kitto's Journal of Sacred Literature there is an article on this book 
by ProfesHor Stowe, of Cincinnati, in which many of these remaining difGculties 
are satisfactorily met. On most points. the.two students had arrived at the 
same conclusion — on some minor .ones .^Ittu^, tHey do not coincide it ia easy to 
agree to differ. This increase of k'ghi 'hailjjiien like the introductioQ of a 
torch into a sparry cavern, not^^otily. guiding, 'the bewildered, but on every 
side revealing hidden beauties. ■ ^ i'^." ; ■, ■. ' 

It is here endeavoured to keep close to the original ; where thia translation 
differs &om that in common use it is with that object; where in some 
other places in Scripture the word altered is used with the meaning here 
selected, that place is designat«d ; when the word does not occur elsewhere, 
it is rendered as the root of the word allows. 

It should be observed, that in thia book Solomon is not the mortal king, but 
the Prince of Peace ; by the ancient Jews understood to be the expected " King 
Messiah ' ;" by the early Christian Church, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
The Bride has been held to typify the Church by both. The Bride, the 
Betrothed, before and at the first coming of Christ, becomes the Lamb's 
Wife at and after the second. The Bridegroom of His Church spe^s of the 
Bride's moral perfections even more than of her estemal beauty. The 

' The great names of Abea Elzra among the Jeva, of Rownmiiller among the Germaal, and 
Moaat Stuart among modern commentaton, maj be dted aa holding the tigit here adTocsted. 
Aben Ezra calla it " prohoallon " to give anj bat a spiritoal meuiing to thii book. 
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4 ON THE BOOK OF CANTICLES. 

daugliters of JeFusalem admiring her beauty, admire also ber superb raiment ; 
she IB clothed with the righteoueneHa of her Lord, arrayed in Hia glory. 

In some cases it may be found that the modern Jews tbemselvea take the 
least refined view of the meaning. Similar instances occur in poetiy far lesa 
ancient and difBcult. Should the pointing of the Hebrew text sometimes 
seem to require accommodation, it must be remembered that manuscripts 
Tary, and that points, boweyer ancient, however useful, are of human, not 
divine, origin. There are in Hebrew two words for love, one, Aheva, 
desiring'; another, (whence David,) abiding, satisfying love *, They may here 
be distinguished by 1 and 2,aa the genders by " masculine, t feminine. These, 
as well as the beautiful word for a female &iend, meaning a companion with 
whom to feed, . break bread, (consequently in the East a bride or wife,) are 
very imperfectly appreciated in translations. 

The ancient Jews anderatcxid ttiis book to be an allegory of God'a Ioto to the Jeirish Chorch ; 
tbe earlj Chriitiana nnderatood it aa ihadawiag forth the tore of Christ to the Chrutian Church, 
typified under the mitib figure bj St. FhdI, Epb. t. 32. A very large portioa of tbe ChriBlun 
Church in aU ages has so conudered it, and so it is interpreted here. Being part of the Jeirith 
canon, to which our Lord referred as "'the Scriptures," thus giving it Hia inbliible sanction, no 
further evidence of its inspiration need be Bought: it is part of that Word of God " which cauaot 
be broken," Similar faith in the iuapiration of the Apocalypse has always existed in the 
ChristiBD Church. Before aoy of its predictions had been explained b; tbe events, that faith 
reposed on its internal divineneaj. Tbe words were of God, spoken by the glorified Redeemer 
to all coming time. By inch as knew and loved Hia words in the Gospel, the words of the 
Apocalypft were recognized as His. In both tliete mysteriooa portions of the " One Book," the 
Bible, the subject is the same, the lore of Christ to Hi4 Cbarch. her wanderings, her woes, her 
final union to her Lord in glory. Her inward feelings, those more or less eiperienced b; every 
believer, are especially dwelt on in the earlier, her oatward trials and earthly viciasitodes, in the 
later book- The terminalian of those troubles is in both the same. At the end of the Canticles 
the bride comes up out of the wilderness, leaning on her Beloved ; as the bride of the Apocalypse, 
aH«r long eiile in its dreary solitudes, is brought to QiB holy dty, the new Jemsalem, the 
abode of peace, whnein is t^ throne of God and of the Lamb. 

It has been inferred that the English translation of the Book of Canticles could not be dqiended 
upon as to the speeches of the different speakers, {ram the difference of some of the andent 
tiuislationB, espedally as given in Walton's Polyglot, but this difficulty is here met 

The English Version generally agrees with the pointed Hebrew tliat is given in Bagster's Poly- 
glot, which ia the received text. Antdeut traoslBtions may have been made from corrupt H39., 
or from unpointed ones, in which case the gender of particular words could not always he clwrly 
determined. As for instance (he pronouns "thou," "thee," and "thy," which in the spoken and 
pointed Hebrew are distinguished, tnit not in the unpointed. 

It is scarcely necessary to explain that the points express uninitten vowels, by which some 
pronouns and some parts of the verb are made temimae. Tbe pronouns " he " and "she," "this" 
and "that," do not depend on points, but are written with different letters, as are tbe feminine verbs 
in many parts of their conjugation. In these cases the geuder does not admit of a doubt. In 
tbe Keri, or Jewish correction of their HSS., nothing occurs to alter the genders of the speakers, 
as pven in the received text, though in chap. iv. 9, the gender of the adjective "one," aa applied to 

1 Gen. isi. 18. 30. Jer. xixL 3, &c ' Dent xixiji. 12. Isa. v. 1. 
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ON THE BOOK OF CANTICLES. O 

" ejres," is made Tegolw. Tbe renea in which the gender is fiied b; leCten, and not b; mere 
points, ue these: i.9. 13, U, 15, 16; ii.2,3.G, 7. 8, 9, 10. 13. 16, 17; iii. 1 to fi, G. 11; ii. 1.7 
to 12. 16; V. 1,2. 4, 5, 6. 9, 10, II, 12,13, 14, la, 16; ti. 1,2,3, 4.9, 10. 13; vii. 1 to 6, 6, 
7, «. 10, 11.13! viii. a. 8. 13, 14. 

In other places the pronouns " then," "thee," "thy," determine the genders by thrir points, mth 
which the English generally agrees. But in ch^. viii, 5, 2nd clause, where tbe English is inde- 
finite, the anpoiated Hebrev ia equally so, though the poinU make Che 6ye pranonnB mascaline. 
The verb ^wislated " to rtdse" cannot apply to an infant, but is " to wake," as in cbap. v. 2 ; 
iii. 5 ; a. to. In cbap. ii. 1, it is probably the Bride oho speaks, as there are two forms of the 
nODD " lily," and the feminine is here used. Though • aouu-Bubstantive be not altered in gender to 
suit the spealm, yet where there are two forms, as ^vnir and nlirif , the nse of the feminine would 
indicate a woman being the thing compared to it " Rose " is always feminine, and though in 
Hebrew the comparison might t>e applied to the King, it is leas likely ; still it must he remem-. 
bered that in n^)?. viii. and Hog. ii. a noun with a feminine (or rather neuter) teroiinHtian is so 
applied I. 

Luther prebces his " High Song" of Solomon, by saying it is tlie desire of tbe Christian 
Church for her bridegroom Christ, and that the Christian Church longs for her bridegroom Christ 
in expectation and befrothment. 

Some have held, that in the Canticles were set forth " the eeveral ages and periods of the 
Christian Church, in agreement with the. seven Chorches of .Asia, as Cocceius and those that 
follow him ; as thus — 

The Epbesian Church, Cant. i. 6—7, from the Ascension of Christ to A.D. 37U ; 
The Smyraean Church, Cant. ii. 1—17, from a.d. 371 to 707; 
The Church at Pergsmoa, Cant. iii. I— 11, from A.n. 70B to 1045 ; 
The Tbjstiran Chorch, Cant It. 1 to v. 1, from a.d. 1046 to 1383; 
The Sardian Church, Cant. v. 2 to ri. S, &om a.d. 1394 to 1721 ; 
The Philadelphian, Cant. vi. 9 ; vu. 14, irom a.d. 1722 to 2059 ; 
The Laodicean, Cant. viii. 1—14, from a.d. 2060, onwards ; 
but these senses are very arbilnwy, uncertain, and precarious." (GUI.) 

" Tliere seem to be allusions and references to various passages of this book in the New Testa- 
ment ; see Matt. xii. 33 ; xir. 1 . UarkiiLl. Luke u. 9. Matt.iiT. l,&c. John iii. 8. 29; 
Ti. 44. 2 Cor. ti. 2. Eph. v. 27, and CoL ii. 17. Rei. uL20; lii. 7, 8, compared with Cant. i. 
3.4; u. 17; i». 7. 16; ». 1, 2; »ii. 13 j viii. H, 12." (Gill.) 

The ancient Jews called this book "the holy ot holies;" the Syiiac tersian, "the wisdom of 
wisdoms of Solomon." r 

By the Jews, ancient and modem, its inapiintion and authenticity have never been questioned. 
" They have a saying, that wherever the word Solomon is used in this Song tbe Holy One is 
meant, the Holy God, or Messiah '." 

That they were familiarized by the prophets with this allegorical showing forth of the love of 
tbe Redeemer to the Church may be seen in the subjoined t«ita. Might it not be imparted to 
Adam before ttie &11 or the creation of Eve ? Gen. ii. 
Betrothing, Hos. ii. 16—20. Isa Uv. 6. Bph. T. 29. 32. 

Espousals, Jer. ii. 2 ; iii. 14. 2 Cor. xL 2. Isa. liii. 4, 6, thg lont, rather thy buildtr: 
Rev. nx. 17. {Isa. L 1, divorcementa.) 
Bride, Isa. ilii. 18 ; lii. 10 ; liii. 6 ; Rer. lix. 
Wife, Isa. liv. 1. Rev. ui. 9. Ps. ilv. throughoat. 

' On " Rose " see Parkhuist's Hebrew Lexicon. ' Mdnumides, quoted by Oill. 
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THE CANTICLES, OR SONG OF SOLOMON. 



Chap. 1. 1. TteSongofSonga, of Solomon. The ehiefeat of all soDgs, to and of 
SolamoD, the Prince of Fesce. 
THB BBIDE 8P£AEa. 

2. He shall kiss me vith the kisB of bis The kiu of betrothal. Hoa. ii. 19. 

mouth: for thy loTing-kindneaseB are ^^ 0"™'=' ""etaphor "Mm" u «jU 

better than wine. "^ *" ^''°^ "^'^ "P*^' "" 

"wine," dflvotion. Fa.u.l2. Isa.iXT. 

6; xivii. 2. 
S. For the scent of thy good unguents, Perfame U naed in the East to tj^ify 
as migUBnt poured forth thy name. religionB hope; hew both aceat and 

Therefore the virgins love thee*. ""S""" «em to refer, » in other 

ScriptoreB, to the gncm of the Hotj 

Spirit. Eiod. in. 32—37. Pe- iIt. 

7, 8. Ser. viti. 4. 

4. Draw me. We will hasten after thee *. John vi. 44. 

The King is bringing ma into his Ps. ih. I4. Eph. ii. 6. Rev.ui. 2. 9. 
abodes. ^^ gordeli, his lioeprd, his paradiiB. 

THX TIBSnrS TO TBI! BBIQE. 

We will rejoice, and be glad in thee t- 

We will remember thy • lofiug-kind* To the King. Wine, giTsn by the tms 
nesses more than wine: the upright ^"^' ^°^'^ it. i, the ghiddening in- 

lOYB thee * Snencei of dirine grace, refined, pnri. 

fied, u here, ie promiBed b; laa. iiv. 
6, to ill nations, when the Lord of 
THE BBIDE. Hosta ahaU reign in Monnt Zion. 

5. I am dark, Aa moming twilight, which precedes the 

daf. The Chorcb aeee her own im- 
THB TIBGnfS. perfecti™,. 

But lorely, To the Bride. 



Ver. 9. The kiu of betrothal, denoting rale, aa the root pm is need in Gen. il. 41. In the 
Tolgate it ia here rendered aingnlar, thongh the Van icaerted has made it be somelimee taken ae 

It will be obaerred, that the subject of this poem ia betrothal, not marriage, conclnding with 
the yet nnfulGUed aapiration for the Bridegioom'a coming. 

When the prophetic character of this allegor; ie tiilly admitted, it will not be difficult bete to 
percdTe(heBntidpationoftliefrmeoftheC!o^eI,MiiiIaB.iiT. fli ixnL2; It. 1. 
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THE BBIDE. 

Ye claugliterB of Jerusalem, s 



THE VIBOIB8. 

As the curtaiua of Solomon. 



Dark and nncmuiientocL Kadar mean, 
ing dork, sorrowful. 



THE BEIDK TO THB T1EG1H8. 

6. Look not upon me, because I am very 

dark, for the ann hath shone upon me. 
My mother's sons were angry with me ; 
I was made a keeper of the vineyards ; 
my vineyard, even mine, have I not 
kept. 

TKE BEinE TO THE KfSB. 

7. Tell me, t&ou whom my soul loveth t> 

where thou feedest, where thou 
makest to lie down at noon : for why 
should I be aa one that wandereth by 
the flocks of thy companions * P 



I, rich witli embroUery . 



The Ijgbt of Chriat hu shown her dark 

Mother, the Jewish Chorch ; soni, the 
nnconTOrted Jewf, who reject and 
pQiecnte the ChriatiaQ Church. A 
Church being ^pified bj a Tiooyard, a 
place enclosed, encircled. 

The Chorch dedres the presence of Christ. 
The Jewish dedriog the first comiDg, 
M the Chriatisii the second. 



8. If thou know not, O thou fairest 

among women, take thy way by the 
footsteps of the flock, and feed thy 
kids beside the shepherds' tents. 

9. To a princely company of steeds with 

chariots hare I likened thee, my 
friend t. 

TIBSIHB TO THE BBISE. 

10. Comely thy cheeks with rows, thy 

neck with chains. 

11. Bows of gold we will make for theef 

with clasps of silver. 



12. While the king is at his table, my 
spikenard giveth forth its scent. 

18. A nosegay of myrrh, my beloved*' 
unto me, within my bosom to remain. 



She is told to seek relipoua cammuniDn 
and the teaching of the minietrf, 
Mai. iu. 16. 

The prononns are pointed feminine^ 

" ftiend," one who feeds, who breakt 
bread with me, whom I feed, with her 
" company " of attendant Tirgina, at in 
the passover, and in the Lord's Supper. 

Botai of pendant jeweli, as in the scitlp- 
tnres of Egypt and Assyria- The 
Church is adorned by the luiity of 
belierers, bound together as jewels in 
chaiiuL MaL iii. 17. 

The Jewish Church might here see 
figured the feast of the Fossoier, h 
the ChriMiaD will recognise that of 
the Lord's Supper, 

Myrrh is one of the spices of the holy oiL 
Eiod. TTT , The eonstrnc tktn is dcutle, 
to tlie nosegay and to the beloved. 



Ver. 9. vt is princt or prinetlg in Arabic ; rendered apx<»'Tkii', prmcei, by the Septoagint 
in Dent. luii. 42 ; and in Ae Vnlg. ''capiti," heads ; MHg; Cmden. 

Ver. 9 and 10. Adorned with the jewels giien at betrothal, as to Rebekah, which her com- . 
panions arrange in rows with dasps of silier ; she is likened to the ornamented at 
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14. A cluster of camphire, my beloved * ' 
unto me, in the vineyards of the well 
of kids. 



The graces of the ordiaanoe o bap- 
tism are here prefignred. John iii. G. 
Acts u. 38. 



THS EINQ. 

16. Behold, thou art fair, my friend t, be- By b»pti 
hold, tbou t art fair, thine eyes, doves. 



L ot water aad of the Spirit, 

the Church becomes " tut " 

in the sight of her Lord, and *p«alu 

with more confidence of her acceptance 

with Him. 1 Pet. iii. 2 L 

Her e^ are innocent u dona. Ch. it. 



THE SKIDE. 

16. Behold, thou * art feir, my beloved * ', 

yea, grsciouB, also our couch m 
green. 

17. The beams of our bouse are cedars, 
our roofings of cypresH. 

THE BBn>E. 

Chap. II. 1. I am the rose of Sharon, 
the lily of the valleys. 

TSE srao. 

2. As the lily among the thorns, so my 

friend t among the daughters. 



■•12. 



jbe is now in the gardena, hut loolca to 
being brooght into the King's palace, 
as the Bride in Pe. iW. 16, and as the 
Lamb's Wife in the Apacslypse to the 
holj' dty, the New Jerusalem. Rev. 
lii. 7. 8; uu. 2. 



thooght to express the lowliness of 
the Church, and her eipoaed sitastioa 
in the field. 



THE EBIDS. 

8. As the citron-tree among the trees of 
the wood, so my beloved * ' among the 
sons. In his shadow I delighted and 
sat down, and bis &utt was sweet to 
my taste. 

4. He brought me to the banquetiug-houBe, 

and his banner over me was love '. 

5. Stay me with perfumes, strew me round 

with citrons : for I faint with love '. 



6. His left hand under my head, his right 
band shall enfold me. 



The Chnrch contemplates the perfections 
of Christ, and her h^pinesa in Him, 
likeaing Him to the pcafume-giTing 



Again a prophetic allosion to the Lord's 

Snpper. 
The Vnlg. and LaUier Ian "flowers," 

the Sept. " myrrh." Perfumes and 

sweet-scented fmit figuring the graces 

of the Holy SpiriL 
Her reliance on dirine siqiport. Deut. 

iniii. 27. The left hand, the hidden, 

the riglit, the Tisihle help. 



Ver. 14 and 15. The early Fathers laid the prophets prophesied of baptism. 

Ver. 1. The word rendered "rose" describes the flowfr folded up in itself. That rendered 
" lily " has in it the root of tix, and of brilliant whiteness. The Ulj belongs to the class in 
which the divisions of the flowera are si*. The anemone, which Stoweand others give, does 



Ver. 3. On a< 



laperfun 
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THB ETNQ. 

7. I charge ye, daughters of JeruBalem, 

with the roes, and with the hinds of 
the field, that ye rouse not, that ye 
wake not my beloved t ' till she 

please. 

THB BBISB. 

8. The voice of my beloved ■' ! behold him 

who cQmeth, bounding on the moim- 
taina, leaping on the hills, 

9. Ky beloved * ', like a stag or a young 

hart! behold him who standeth be- 
hind our wall, looking through the 
windows, shining forth &om the lat- 

10. My beloved* ' answered and said unto 
me, " Else up, my friend, my fair one, 
and come away. 

11. For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is 
over and gone ; 

12. The flowers appear on the earth ; the 
time of song is come, and the voice 
of the turtle is beard in our land ; 

13. The fig tree putteth forth her green 
figs, and the vinea vrith tender 
buds give forth perfume. Else up, 
my friend, my tair one, and come 
away." 

THE Ento-. 

14. my dove, that art in the olefta of 
the rock, in the hiding of the deep 
places, make me to behold thy coun- 
tenance, make me to hear thy voice : 
for sweet thy voice, and thy counte- 
nance comely. 



The Chnrdi meditate* on the coming of 
Christ, and heon His voice in tho 



icipation of His approach. 



4, e. 



Rev. I 

The winter, the death of the bodj being 
over, its resurrection is figured b; the 
lerinng spring, b; the retom of the 
turtle, a bird of passage. The saint« 
of the andent Jewish Church might 
he enlightened to look forward to that 
spoken of in Matt. iiiiL 52. 



Ihe seems to hear (he call to those in the 
sepulchres to arise. Isa. xivi. 19. She 
also hean the commui 
ment to prajer. Ber. nii. 17. 



THE BBIDE. 
15. Take ua the foxes, the little foxes, that The expulsion of secret enemies, typified 

Ver. 7' The noun " beloved " and the verb " please " are both feminine. 
Ver.-lZaod 13. Bj Ignatius it is said, "The prophets expected Christ; and when Became, 
He ntised ttien from the dead," as Is recorded in Matt. urii. 53. 
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BuiTOund tite vinejrarda : and our vine- 
yards have tender buds. 

16. My beloved" mine, and I hia: be 
feedeth among the liliea, 

17. Until the day look forth, and the 
ebadowa flee away, return and be 
thou my beloved * ', like unto a hart 
or a young stag over the mountaina 
of separation. 



THE BBIDE. 

Chap. HI. 1. By night on my bed I Bought 
him whom my soul lovethf. I sought 
him, but I found hini not. 

2. I will rise, now, and go about the city 

in the paths, and in the broad ways I 
will seek him whom my soul loreth t '. 
I sought him, but I found him not. 

3. The watchmen that go about the city 

found me. Saw ye him whom my 
soul loveth t ' P 

4. But a little I passed by tbem, when I 

found him whom my boqI lovetbt'. I 
held him, I would not let him go, 
until I bad brought him into my 
mother's house, into the abode of her 
that bare me. 

TEE EO'a'. 

6. I charge you, ye daughters of Jerusa- 
lem, with the roes, and with the binds 
of the field, that ye stir not up, nor 
awake my love t 'i till she please. 



THE TiBanrs. 
6. .What is this that cometh up out of the 



by the foi, a bajroving animal, is 
prayed for. 

Sha eipreetw bitb id tha Liod'a pre- 
iCDce with Hia people, Hev. ul. uii. 

And her dedrefor His coming, felt bj the 
Jewish Church (or the first comiag, as 
bf the Christian for the second. !». 
Iziv. 1. Her. xiii. 17. The betrothed 
meditalBB on her absent Lord. Sle^ 
maf well typify religious meditation, 
&0[a its abs^actioa from oatward 
objecta. She dreams, for the dnmm- 
stancei she relates conld nerer happen 
to any betrothed woman, especially 
to BD Oriental bride. 

Her meditationB are ansatiEfactary i the 
repose of her aonl diatorbed. 



The Jflfrish Church inqnires of the pro- 
phets, the Christian of ministers of the 
Giospel, the watchmen of the Church. 

Afterwards she recoTera the sense of 
her Lord's presence, and desires to 
renew her efforto to make Him known 
to the Jewish nation, the house of her 
mother, in which she is in some d^ree 
HQCcesaful. 



The King now speaks, and commuids 
that meditation, which realizes his 
praaence, shall not be inCarrnpted. 
Any doaht remaining that the fire pre- 
ceding verges describe her as asleep, 
the King removea by declaring it. Bbe 
will now in happier coatempladon be- 
hold Him as coming in realicj ; mean- 
while her tmn appearaaca is deacribed 
by the danghttars of Jerusalem. Rei. 
zii. 7,8} %n. a. 

The coming of the Prince of Peace is 



Ver. 6. Sleep being 

" Lore" is the nou 
Ver. 6. " What la I 



the Oriental metaphor fbr religions meditation, abstractian from all earthly 
Q-feminine, "pleMe" la the feminine vetb. 
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wildemesB, like pillars of smoke 
perfumed vith myrrli and frank in- 
cense, and all duat of the traveller ? 



pnfignred as revMled to ber in v 



7. Behold his litter, even Solomon's, three' 

score mighty men surround it, the 
mighty men of Israel. 

8. They all hold swords, expert in war: 

every man his sword on his thigh, 
against fear by night. 

9. King Solomon made a carriage to him- 

self of the wood of Lebanon. 

10. The pillars thereof he made silrer, the 
carpet gold, the covering of it purple, 
strewed with love, by the daughters 
of Jerusalem. 

11. Qo forth, and behold, ye daughters of 
Zion, king Solomon with the crown 
wherewith his mother crowned him 
in the day of his espousals, and in the 
day of the gladness of his heart. 



era paUnqnic, curied by " migh^ 
meo." The coaieruon of tlia Jem 
attsudant on His first coming. 
Being mighty in the ScriptnrM, the 
awotd of Itie Sfnrit. 

The; cany the knovledge of ChHst ro 
the nation*, typified by the impeiiih- 
able cedar. 

With rereladona of His love. 

The Jewish Chrisdaa Church glorifiea 
Christ, at the first coming, as it wilt 
•gain at the second. Matt. uiii. 3S. 



THE EIHO. 

Chap. IV. 1. Behold, thou art fair, my 
fiiend f ; behold, thou art &ir ; thine 
eyes, doves, behind thy veil. Thy hair 
as a flock of goats, which glisten from 
Mount Gilead. 

2. Thy teeth a flock shorn, which came 

up from the washing, every one Vith 
twins, and none of them bereaved. 

3. Like a line of scarlet thy Ups, and thy 

speech ia pleasant: like a piece of 
pomegranate thy temples within tby 
veil. 

4. Like the tower of David thy neck, 

builded for an armouiy, a thousand 
'bucklers hung thereon, all shields of 
mighty men. 



Hie Kii^ describes the Choroh In her 
beanty. Her eyes are doves in meek- 
ness and gentleness. Cliap. t. 12. 

The hair typifies the mnldtndes of be- 
liefers. Be*. lii. S. 

The word for "teeth" is from a root sig. 
nlfying to be changed, renewed. 

Bap^m is again prefigured as a privilege 
of the flock of the good Shepherd, not 
one of His sheep, not one of the Lord'* 
people shall be fimdly misung from 
the fold. 



As being encompaased by necklaces of 
predons stones, the giAa of betrothal. 



Ver. 2. " Tatian says the prophets predicted baptism." Poole. 

" The Targnm interprets the teeth of the priests and Levilea." Gill. But Gili himself of 
' ministers of the Gospel, also of believers in general, obsening that the word for teeth is dual. 
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6. I'hy two breasts tire like two young 
roea, twins, which feed among the 

lilies. 

TBS BBIDE. 

6. Until the day break, and the shadows 
flee away, I will get me to the moun- 
tains of myrrh, and to the hill of 
frankiBcense. 



7. Thou art all fair, my fiiend t ; there is 

no spot in thee. 

8. Come with me to Lebanon, mine 

espoused t, with me to Lebanon : 
look from the top of Amana, from 
the top of Shenir and Kermon, from 
the den of hons, from the mountains 
of leopards. 

9. Thou hast taken my heart, mj sister- 

spouse; thou hast taken my heart 
with one of thine eyes, with one chain 
of thy neck. 

10. How iair is thy love', my sister-spouse I 

how mueh better is thy love* than 
wine ! and the perfume of thine un- 
goents, than all spices! 

11. Thy lips, espoused t, drop as the 

honeycomb : honey and milk are under 
thy tongue ; and the perfume of thy 
garments ia like the perfume of 
Lebanon. 

12. A garden endosed my sister-spouse ; a 

spring shut up, a fountain sealed. 

13. Thy plants a paradise of pomegranates, 

with pleasant fruits, camphiie, with 
spikenard. 

14. Nard and eafiron, sweet cane and ein- 



Tbe fono te«a throng the lilj-whiu 
robe it here tpdken of. In spplying 
the allegarj to the Chorch the tnuige 
of the sourceg of nouriahment to her 
offapring ia most epplinble. 

Thii gloriouB niioD terminated, tba 
Oinrdi ipraki of henelf u in dftrk- 
ness, uid deairei to go to the high anil 
benenl; plBcee where «be nw; find 
the inflaencea of the Holj- Spirit, and 
the lense of the Divine preaence, indi- 
cated bf ths mjnh a 
Eiod. iiTiii. 33. 

She hcan iaa voica in e 
Eph. v. 27. 

He calls her away, thM with Him from 
Uie heights, the hills of light and trnth, 
she iBBj behold the wilderneas of the 
world from which He delivered her. 
Amana meaning truth ; Shenir, lightj 
Hermon, desolation, the deaarC. 
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XJngnenti, giacee of the Holy Spirit. 



The devotion of the Chnrdi to Chrirt 

The word tnmdated " orchard " la " para- 
dise," whence the paradiie of the an- 

deot Jewi and New Testament. Fan- 
dise is garden in Arabic, Sjriac, Fer- 
uan, and Samcrit. " Sweet cane " il . 



Ter. 10. Wine, ofwcrifice. Gill. 

Ter. 13. Fomegranates, thia froit, as ite modem 
BO being an emblem of the Church ; its Oriental ni 
to be ruled op. 

The word '■ Paradise "hwe occurs for the first time in tba Hebrew Scriptnres; 500 yean after- 
wards it is fiiODd twice as to the domain of a Persian kiog ; in Eccles. ii. S as orchards, and again 
in Neb. ii. 8 ; but the ancient Jews conddered the word as here typifying the place of blessed de- 
parted sphits; In that sense onr Lord nsed It on the cross, and the penitent wonld midentand it 
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namon, with all trees of fronkiacenBe, 

m3nTli and aloes, with all chief Bpices, 

15. With a foimtaiiL of gardens, a well 

of Hritif vaten, and itreams &om 

Lebanon. 



THE BBIDK. 

16. Awake, north wind ; and come, thou 
south, blow upon mj garden, its spices 
shall flow out. My beloved * ' ^all 
come into his garden, and eat bis 
pleasant fruits. 

THX EIHO. 

Chap. T. 1. I am come into my garden, 
my sister'Spouse : I have gathered my 
myrrh with my spice ; I have eaten my 
honeycomb with my honey ; I have 
drunk my wine with my milk: eat, 
O friends"; drink, and be filled, O 
ye beloTed • '. 

THE BBIBE. 

2. I sleep, but my heart waketb ; the voice 

of my beloved * * that knocketh, 
" Open unto me, my sister, my friend, 
my dove, my blameless one : for my 
head is filled with dew, my locks with 
the drops of the night." 

THB BUDS. 

3. I have put off my robe; how shall I put 

it on ? I have washed my feet ; how 
shall 1 defile them. 

4. My beloved • * put in hia band by the 

opening, and my heart was moved 

5. I rose up to open to my beloved*'; and 

my hands dropped myrrh, and my 
fingers overflowed myrrh on the 
handles of the lock. 

6. Then opened I to my beloved**; but 

my beloved •• had withdrawn him- 
seli^ and was gone; my soul went 
forth when be spake. I sought him, 



Ib th« sDcloied ganlen ot the Choreli ar* 
round the giacea of the Holj Spirit, 
with the rightcoDsnegs of Christ, 
tjrpified bf franbincense. There sUo 
flow the waters of bBptJsm, the spiritual 
efiiuion of the water of life, acid that 
of the oartMy ordinanoa. Her. iiii. L 

The Chnrch loolu forward to the bless- 
ing of her Lord's dwelling with her in 
Paradise, the holj city, Ne* Jeru- 
salem. Rtn. ixL ziii. 



■rophedes of that blessed state. Luke 
iiir. 4S. Matt. iiri. 39. Id one 
tense a garden tjpiflea the Chordi od 
earth, but alao the Paradise in which 
grow* the tree of lite, spokea of in 
Rev. n. 7. and 2 Cor. liL 4, the abode 
of Che Chnrch in glory. 



Here again ma; be recognized the 
Imi^erj of dreaming, witli an entire 
cliange of scene. She dreeme that the 
King thos speaks. Another vision 
begins here, of which the c 
are whollj unlike reality. 



"Coat," or robe. She is M first cold, 
and when her warmth rekindles, and 
her graces are remed, the belored is 

"He*rt,"P».xl.B(10). 

Mjiri) making part of that holj oil of 
anointing, which might not be poured 
on man's flesh, the Divine presence 

had been manifested, though now with' 
dnwn, leaving its iuflnence upon her. 
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but I could not find him ; I called 
him, bnt he answered not. 

7. The watchmen that went about the 

city found me, they smote me ; they 
took away my veil from me. 

TBS BBISB. 

8. I charge you, ye daughters of Jem- 

Balem, if ye find my beloved • ', that 
ye tell him I am faint with love t '■ 

THB TIBGISB. 

9. How IB thy beloved** more than 

beloved", thou fairest among wo- 
men? How is thy beloved"' more 
than beloved * *, that thon doat so 
charge usF 

THE BBICE. 

10. My beloved •' is white and ruddy, a 
standard-bearer among the multi- 
tudes. 



rhe miDutn of raligion reprove ber. 

The"T^I," Dpper garment orwr^tper. 

The imponibility of these drcnm itanoet 

occniriiig to tn Eutern bride, Md 

thoT nmilitode to the wmndaring* of 

a dream are verj itrilung. 
Ihe DOW Kwalua. Bhe ulu for the 

pnjim of beliaren for the return 

of the pieionca of her Lord. 



r uk to hear of bla per- 



ThoK who follow op tiie allegorj of 
Christ and His Church, will aee here 
the niUQn of the dinne and human 
nature; the word "adoin," nddf, 
hsTing often been taken as the reason 
of Adam htaag so named. 

This golden light On dark hur is not 



Crimson or scarlet, as the Gnamsef Ulf* 

On his hands ar« gold riage; onhliwaiit 
bright ivorj oTolsid with sspphirtM, ai 
the clasp of his girdle. 



11. TTi> head the moat fine gold, his locks 

in ringlets dark aa evening. 

12. His eyei as doves by the fountoina of 

waters, flowing in softness, dwelling 
in fulness. 

13. His cheeks as a bed of spices, heaps of 

perfumes: his lips lilies, dropping 
overflowing myrrh. 

14. His hands, gold rings, set with the 

beryl : his waist, bright ivory, overlaid 
with sapphires. 

15. His tegs pillara of marble, set upon 

sockets of flne gold: his counte- 
nance as Lebanon, eicdling as the 
cedars. 

16. His mouth most sweet : yea, he is 

all most to be desired. This is mj 
beloved*', and this- is my friend*, 
daughters of Jerusalem. 

Yer. 14. The w«d rendered " waiet " is also mod for the inmost affections, and is oltui 
rendoed " bowel*," which are lurronnded by the girdle ; it i* twuhted Mtarl In Ps. iL 9, as in 
ler. 4 of this dkapter. 
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THI TTESIKB, 

Chap. VI. 1. Whither is thy beloved*' 
gone, thoQ fairest among women f 
whither is thj helored turned aside F 
that we tnsy seek him with thee. 

VHB BBIDE. 

2. My beloved** is gone down to his 

garden, to the beds of spices, to feed 

in the gardens, and to gather lilies. 
8. I am my beloved's * ', and my beloved John vi. 32-'M. Ai In the Lord' 

mine : he feedeth among the lilies. Supp«r. 



The Tuible preHOM of Chriit withdrawn 

after the fint. coming. 



I ii itiH ipiritiullT preeent bnong 
commnnitiei of beUaren, taking home 
Uuwe who die. 



4. Thou art fair, my &iend t, aa loving, 
fair as Jerosalem stately with 
bBimBrs. 

6. Turn thine eyes towards me, for they 
have strengthened me ; thy hair is as a 
flock of goats which glisten from Gilead. 

6. Thy teeth as a flock of sheep come up 

from the washing, every one having 
twins, and none bereaved. 

7. Aa a piece of a pomegranate thy 

temples within thy locks. 

8. There are fine linens for the queen, and 

unguents for the companions, and vir- 
gins without number. 



9. One is my dove, my undefiled, the only 

one of her mother, the pure one of 
her that bare her : the daughters see, 
and they shall bless her, the queen, 
and the companions also they shall 
praise her. 

THB yiKQurs. 

10. Who ia she that looketh forth as the 

morning, &ur as the moon, clear as 
the sun, stately as with banners P 



a feuta bannen 



"thine "and "thjr" are' 
pointed feminine. Fg. aiiTiti. 3. 

The Hebrew word for "teeth," Shaoaini, 
in the dual namber, is deiiTed from 
Shana, to repeat, to come a lecond time, 
as the human teath, as the Lard's 
people, born again, and coming the 
Nmie of 



The root of the word lendoed "thiaa- 
■core " in the Engligh Venion la len- 
dered " fine linen " in Eiod, xiriii. 9, 
&c. The word rendered " foDncote " 
ia translated " nogoeuts " in thii book, 
ch. i. 2, &c Fa. xlv. 14. Rev. zix. 8. 

Fine or white linen, typing the righte- 
ouaneu of the sainta, that ii, of Chriat, 
tn which the; are clothed; ongnents, 
the graces of the Holj Spirit. Ber. 
lii. 8. Ps. xIt. 7. The mother ap- 
peal* to be the andent Jewish or 
Patriarchal Chorch, the Bride being 
the Chorch of the fint reanirectlon, 
the qneen and the companioni oaj 
be the Churches in the HiUenniDlDi 

Rev. xiL The andent Jews held that the 
moon tjrpified the Chorch, as the snn 
the Messiah. 



Ver. 6. " Towards," over agaimt. Gen. ui 18; "ttrengthened," Fi. euiniL 3. 

Ver. 8. The worda trW threescore, and mta^ fbnrtcore, alike in letters, only s%htlj differ 

in pointing from D'^ fine linens, and D*}^ nngnenta. 
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THl BSIDB. 

11. 1 went down into the garden of nuts 
to see the fruits of the valley, to see 
whether the vine hloHBomed, and the 
pomegranateB budded. 

12. 1 knew not bow, my soul Bet me with 
the chariots of my willing people. 

THB TIE8TF8. 

18. Setiim, return, Shulamith; return, 
return, that we may see thee. 

TBE BBIDB. 

What will ye see in Shulamith p as the 
company of two armies. 



THE TEBflms. 

Chap. TU. 1. How heftutifol are thy feet 

with aajidals, O prince's daughter. 

The girdings of thy sides thus wil^. 

jewels, the work of hands of truth. 



r the agsembliei ot the 



Chapter YII. begfau here in the Hebrew. 
ShoUmlth, Isdj of peace, the teftiminB 
of Solomini. haviag peace with God 
u the Bride of Chriet. 

Tiro umiei or holts. The elect be- 
fore and after the iacamatioD conlti- 
totiag the Church, or the Chnrdi in 
heaven aod the Cbarch on earth, aa 
the tvo hoets beheld bj Jitcob, the boat 
of angels, And his otrncompaii]'. 

Ilie female companimu now speak, and 
admire the garmenti' of the Bride, 
praieing her. She who baa been called 
Bister and Bpooee, is now called 
" prince'g daughter." Pa. iIt. 13. 

The; adnire her jevelled girdle. 



" Girt abonC with Cmth." 



Ti. 14. 



The fbnn of the body being ic 

the liljwfaite garment. 



2. Thy clasp a bordered cup, the circle Aafiiledvithjeweiiof the pnreat 

not jailing in lustre. 
Thy body a het^ of wheat encompassed 

with lilies. 
S. Thy two breasts like two young roes 

that are twins. 
4. Thy neck as a tower of ivory ; thine 

eyes the fish-pools in Heshbon, by the Deepif bine. 

gates of Bethrabbim, 
Thy nose the tower of Lebanon which 

looketh towards Damascus, 



5. Thine head upon thee like Carmel, and 
the hair of thine head like a mantle. 
The king is held in the tresses. 



Aa perfectly strught Thia allDiion U said 
to show that Solomon wrote this book 
in the Inter yean of Mb life, after the 
building of that tower. 1 KingBTii2, 

In aUtelineu. 

A woven work. Eiod. nviit. 33, The 
pronoona are all pointed feminine. 



Chap. Ti. 13. The tame word Mahanaim, two hoeta, is used here, and in Gen. Iiiii. 2. 
Chap. Tii. 1. " Girdings," eunoandinga, sides. Exod. xivi. 23. Lee's Lei. 
Ter. 2. The aense of clasp or brooch, instead of " navel," ii g^ven by some leiicans and game 
cammentatora ; the word being " sairer" is the erident root of " atna," &c., to clasp or tasten. 



htoin 
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6. How feir and pleasant art thou, be- 

loved tS for delightaomeneBaeB 1 

7. This t thy atatnre ia like a palm-tree, 

and thy breasts to clusters. 

8. I said, I wilt go up to the palm-tree, 

and take hold of the boughs thereof : 
now also thy breasts shall be as the 
clusters of the vine, and the perfume 
of thy face like citrons. 

9. And the roof of thy mouth as the 

best wine, which cometh for the 
beloved * ', for the aprigbt, causing to 
nrnnnur the lips of those that sleep. 

TOD BBIII£. 

10. 1 am for my beloved * ', «nd toward 
me his desire. 

11. Come, my beloved'*', we will go forth 

into the field, we will remun in the 
sheltered placea. 

12. We will arise to the vin^ards; we 

will see if the vine flourish, if the 
tender grape appear, the ' pomegr&. 
nates bud forth. There will I give 
my loveliest flowers unto thee. 

13. Those lovely flowers give a perfume, 

and at our gates all things excellent, 
new and also old, which I have laid 
up for thee, O my beloved • '. 

TH£ BBIDE. 

CifAP, VIII. 1. Who will give thee as my 
brother, that sucked the breasts of 
my mother ; 1 should find thee with- 
out, I should keep thee; also they 
should not despise me. 

2. I would lead thee, bring thee into my 
mother's house, she would instruct 
me ; I would make thee drink of the 
spiced wine of the juice of my pome- 
granate. 



Tlie Chorch gives reviTing inflnencM, 
fitted to nouriah her oSgpring. 



PBrfome, anil tlie best, wliolewimeit, pn>> 
bsblf DnintoiicaliDg wine, igain typify 
the gncei of the Holj Spirit, giving 
wonb to meditalioa. 



Tb« mandrakeB bo higfalj priied b; 
Rachel aod Leah were flowers named 
of and typifying love. Ttey are wid 
to hare been naed as chloTofbnn now 
IB, to abate pain. 

The Church desirsB the coming of Christ 
in human nature. laa. Ixiv. 1. "WhQ 
will give thee." (3ept. and Tulgate.) 



The Church douras to male ChriM 
known to the Jewish people, as tha 
meauB of ediflcatiDn to herself. 



Ter. 9. la^ov nvov, John ii. 10, tefreihing but ni 

Vet. la. Oill says, " I tea not whj the word shonld not be traoilated ' mj lovnlif flowers,' rIA 
la frequently intenaitive, aa here rendered." Hie Cbnich rengns to hei Lord her fsirest flowera 
below, the lilies which He wills to gather. 

Ver. 13. Junius and TreraelliaB, and PiMatottmslttettMNi&'iitet " those lovely flowers." GiU. 
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8. Hia left hand under my head, and bis 
light hand should enfold me. 
THE Eurs. 

4. I charge ye, daughters of JeniBalem, 

vbj ahould ye stir up, or awake the 
heloved t * till she please f . 

5. Who is this f that cometh op from the 

wilderness, leaning on her beloved f 

THB BBLDX. 

I raised tbee up under the citron-tree : 
there thy mother enwrapped thee ; 
there she enwrapped thee who bore 

6. Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a 

seal upon thine arm; for lovef is 
Btiong as death ; zealous affection 
unyielding as the grave ; the brands 
thereof are brands of fire, a moat rehe- 
ment flame of fire. 

7. Many waters cannot quench love t ', 

neither can the flooda drown it. If a 
man should give all the wealth of hia 
house Jot love f '. it would utterly be 



THS BOKB 07 HXB HOTHEB. 

8. OuTB is a little sister, and having no 

breasts: what shall we do for qur 
sister in the day that she shall be 
asked for. 

9. If she be a wall, we will build on her a 

palace of silver: andifshebaadoor,we 
will enclose her with pknks of cedar. 

THK BBTDE. 

10. 1 am a wall, and my breasts like towers : 
BO have I been in hia eyes as one who 
found favour. 

11. A vineyard was Solomon's, with the 
lordship of a multitude ; he gave the 
vineyard unto watchmen; each should 
bring for the fruit thereof a thousand 
of silver. 



CbMp. u. nr. 0. Movleft, bidden. ^ 
right, finn. 



The ChoTch hning; be«n in the wQder- 
oeat, n in B«t. xii., ii now brought 
Dp from it, u In Rst. lii. 

The dtron is named from breathing dvth 
&afnn(ia,chap.iLTar. 3. ft, Tbepro- 



tothe 

Throngfa the lava of her Lord ehe 
ia railed from death. Sheol, mora 
properi; the iniisible etate, ii he. 
qaeotlj rendered "the grave," whose 
bondi are dissolved bj the L 
loTB of God. 



The lore of Christ to Hb people cannot 
be putchased. 

The nabelieving Je«>. (Stowe.) Allow- 
ing that she has been eaiij betrothed, 
thej speeJi of her as Dot fit to be 
taken home bj the bridegroom, not 

able to noorish offspring. 

The metaphor of a wall is sai9«d and 
goarded, a chaste and separated virgin i 
that of B dgor, one not so. 



3he asserts her sanctitjr, and her fitneN 
for aoorishing offspring. 

rhe andeut Jewish Chord), tanght bj 
the Prophets. The chief gtoiy of the 
fimit of coavenions should be given b; 
the Chnrdi to her Lord, hot a part 
to futhfnl ministen. Ft. Ixxi. 10. 
lea. T. 7 ; zivii. 2. Jer.u. 21. Matt. 
II, 1 j III. 33. 



Ver. a. Enwrapped bauU. Zedi. li. ?■ U 
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12, My yiDeyaid, even miiie, is before me s 'Chap. i. e. Ag^n it is lud, The chief 

a thouBsnd for thee, Solomon, and gi™7 ft"" '•>« fnita of the Spirit, as 
two hundred for the watchmen of the ni"i'fBWed in the Chnreh, BhouU be 

fruit thereof. «'™° " ^^'^' ^" '*"' '"""'"* ^ "" 

miauteriDg temnta. 

THE KIHG. 

13, Thou that dwellestt in the gardens. The " gwlenB " «f the Chnreh on earth, 

the companionH * listen to thy t I». ii. Bj Iviii. ll i of Pimdise be- 
Toice : make me to hear it. 3"'"'' ''*"''■ ^""'^ """ *^- ^^- ''■ 

?! iiu. 1. 

" Compuiiona," thoae who are in the 
bonds of fellovsbip. 
BKIBB. ^ oihortation to pr«jer. 

14, Come quickly my beloved * ', and be 8o pnjed the sndent Church Cor the 

thou like to a roe or young hart incarnation, and In the concluding 
over the high places of the heavens J, '"^ "^ ^' Apocaijpw the Christian 

Church so pmjs for the second coming. 

t " The nonntainB of spices," voold read thos, if " "^^^ Spirit and the Bride wj. Come. 

mereij differentlj pointed, ^^^ '^ ^™ fx'* hesreth sa;, Come. 

Even >o, come, Lord Jeana." Rev. 

iiii. 17— 20. IB». Iiiv. 1. (E. V.) 

If the primary application of this divine allegory is to the Church, there is 
another which has. often been fonnd edifying to the individual. As the 
Church is an aggregate, an assemblage of individuals, her destiny and her 
experience must belong to each, and whUe rendered, by the light of the Holy 
Spirit, a source of edification to the whole body, may he equally applied to the 
several members. 

Highly as the ancient Jews venerated this book, they appear to have been 
aware that its figurative expressions might be misapplied when taken in their 
literal, not seeing their spiritual meaning. Their teachers interdicted its use 
in that education which was aaid by them to found its natural, its physical 
science on the beginning of Genesis, and its spiritual, its metaphysical science 
on that of Ezekiel. Under thirty years of e^ they were restrained from its study. 
There is no doubt that the Holy Spirit can teach by it at any age, and has so 
taught, but these ancient Jews seem to have perceived its peculiar suitability 
to those past the meridian of life. . In life's decline we see the frailness of all 
earth's strongest and holiest bonds; we have learnt that those build the 
i^bric of hope and happiness too low "who build beneath the akiea;" we 
have found earthly love, the tenderest and most sanctified, mingled with 
and often marred by human infirmity. To such, therefore, how consoling the 
picture of Divine love, even that "love of Christ which passeth knowledge!'* 
la this book may also be seen delineated their own past experience, their 
human Borrows, their heavenly consolations, and, above all, in the most 
beautiful poetic imagery, may be contemplated foreshown that glorious resur- 
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rection more plainly refealed through St. Paul in the portion of Scripture so 
familiar to all, as read over the graves of the departed. By it we are taught 
in every spring to see in the reinrrection of nature, the types of that leaor- 
rection when the voice of the Lord shall, as it were, say, " Bise up, my fair one, 
and come away ;" "fair," indeed, in that celestial body'. While such hopes 
may be animating to the young, who (as it has often been said) vu^ die soon, 
what should they be to the old, who muit die soon ! With what joy will they 
see the book conclude with the return from the wilderness, leaning on, sap- 
ported by the Saviour, -whose love is strong as death, bursting the bonds 
of the grave. In closing it, will they not exclaim, " O death, where is thy 
sting? grave, where is thy victoryP" 
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METKICAL VERSION OF THE CANTICLES. 



" Come hither, I will ihtnr thee the bride, the L«mb'i wife." — Rbt. xii. 9. 

" I will betroth thee unto me for erer ; jea, I will betroth thee unto me in righteousneai, and 
in jodgment, and In loring-kindaEaa, and in mndei. I will even bctioth thee ooto me In 
faithfolDesa, and thou shalt knoir the Lord." — Hob. iL 19, 30. 

The long of icng*, which is of Solomon. 
The Bride. Yea, He ahall kiai me with betrotbing ' kin. 

More thui tbe juice of grapes ' thy love reTiveB ; 

So for the perfume of thjr sweet anointing!. 

As odours poured forth, the Tirgina love thee. 

Draw me, and we will hasten after thee. 

Tbe King is bringing me to his abodes. 
Firgnu, We will be glad and will rejoice in thee, 

More than the juice of grape thj love remembering, 

So thy restored, thine upright they shall lore thee. 
Sride. Dark un I, 
Firgmt. .LoTelyl 
Bride. As the tents of Kedar, 

Ye daughters of Jerusalem, I am. 
Firgim, A* the rich curtains of king Solomon 1 
Bride. Look not upon me, I am very dark, 

The sun hath looked on me ; also they. 

Sons of my mother, they were angry with me. 

Made roe keep vineyards, but my own I kept not. 

O thou whom my soul loveth, tell Die where 

Thou feed'at thy flock at noon, for why should I 

Wander beside the flocks of thy companions t 

' Heb. the "month" of tbe Lord, which Ea frequently used tor what Hs hasipokan; u Deat, 
TXOT. 6; Isa. li. 4; ziiiv. 16) Lam. iii. 33. Tbe liberty of so using il is here taken as giving 
the due to the whole altegory. 

■ The original word i* ■omelimes called Yay!n, but as in the Hebrew then i> no p, it might 
better be rendoed lin, whence the English wine and «ine, tbe Latin vianm, Greek oii'sc, and 
French vin, &c. It aigntfies the expremd juice ; and in ch. v. ver. I of this book, and probably 
every where else in this poemp meana in an unfermented, unintoiicating state. " The word wine 
is the aame almoat in all Isnguagea nader the aun." (Dr. Cnmming, " Great Tribulation.") 
It is used as vine \a at least one ancdent dialect (Lee's Lex.) | while from it the name of the 
plant is derived m Latjo and its dialecta. 
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HBTBICAL VEBSION OF XHB CAIinCl.BS. 

Aiiii;. O fairest among women, if thou know not, 
Go thy way forth by footsteps of the flocic, 
And feed thy kids betide the shepherds' tenti. 
Behold, now have I liken'd thee, my friend. 
To cavalry in princely chariot*. 

Firgitu. Thy cbesks are fair with rows, tby neck with cbains; 
With silver clasps we link the golden hands, 

Bridt. While the King ii at table, sweetest scent 

Spikenard gives forth, and myrrh; so my Beloved 
Like bloom-wreath in my bosom shall remain. 
Like iplcy.Bcented flowers my Beloved 
For me, in vineyards of the well of kids. 

£in^. Fair art thou, my friend, most 6ai, most lovely ; 
Thine eyes are mild as doves, as innocent, 

Bridt, Behold, O my Beloved, thou art fair. 

Yea, gracious-; and oar couch is freshly green, 
O'er-roof d with cedars, intertwin'd with cypreti, 
1, rose of Sharon, lily of the vale. 

King. A lily among thoips, my friend, art thou ; 

Bride. The citron among trees is my Beloved, 

With great delight I sat beneath hii shade, 
His fruit was very pleasant to my taste. 
He brought tne to the bouse of vines, and there 
His banner over me of love was spread. 
Stay me with perfumes, and tbe dtron's fruit 
Strew round me, for my soul is faint with love. 
His left baud shall be imdemeetb my head, 
His right band shall enfold, support me. 

King. I charge ye, daughters of Jerusalem, 

And ye, the roei and hinda amid the field, 
Stir not my love, nor waken till she please. 

Bride. Tbe voice of my Beloved! lo, he comes. 

Springs on the mountains, bounds upon the hills. 
Comes my Beloved, like a roe, a harL 
Behold, he standeth by our wall, looks forth. 
And through the lattices he shines upon me. 
Then my Beloved spake and to me said. 

King. Arise, my friend, my fair one, come away ; 
For lo, the winter now is past and gape. 
The rain is over; flowers are on the earth. 
The time of singing too is come, and now 
The turtle's voice is heard within our lend ; 
The fig-tree now is putting forth green figs, 
The vine with tender bnds gives forth perfume : 
Arise, my friend, my fair one, come away. 
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Aide. Take us the foxea that aurround the nnejardi, 
For now our nuejarda have their tender bods. 
Mine, mina is my Beloved, and I his. 
Among the liliei feeding; tilt the day 
Look forth, and ahadowi flee avay, retam: 
And be thou, my Beloved, u a hiui 
Or a young stag, o'er hills of separatioD. 
By night upon my couch I sought for him 
Whom my toul lovelh, sought but found him not. 
I will arise and go about the city, 
And seek amoug its ways whom my soul loveth. 
I Bought in vain, I sought but found him not. 
Watchmen that go about the city found me : 
Saw ye not him, I said, whom my soul loveth I 
Scatce had I pasi'd them by when him I feund 
Whom my soul loveth, and I held him then. 
Nor did I let him go till I had brought him 
With me to the abode of her that bare me. 

King. I charge ye, daughters of Jenualem, 

With ye, the roes and hinds amid the field, 
Stir not, nor wake my love until she please. 

Firgim. What cometh up out of the wilderness. 

Like wreaths of incense-smoke, myrrh, frankincense. 

And du«t ascending of the traveller? 

Behold hii chariot, even Solomon's, 

And threeacoTe mighty men surroundmg it, 

He mighty men of Israel strong to war. 

With sword on thigh to guard from fear by night. 

King Solomon, a carriage to himself 

Prepared of the wood of Lebanon, 

Pillar'd with silver, carpeted with gold, 

With purple cover, broider'd o'er with love 

By loving daughters of Jerusalem. 

Daughters of Zion, forth I behold your King, 

Crown'd as his mother cronn'd him in the day 

Of his espouaalt, day of his heart's gladness. 

King. Lo, thou art fair, my ftiend ; lo, thou art fair. 
Thine eyes behind thy veil like doves appear ; 
Thy hair a flock of goats that gleam ^om Gilead ; 
Thy teeth a flock new-shorn come up from washing. 
Each having twins, and none of tfaem bereaved ; 
Thy lips a scarlet line, thy speech is pleasant, 
Pomegranate-like thy temples in thy veil. 
Like David's tower thy neck, his armoury 
Himg with the bucklers of bis mighty men. 
Twin roes tby breasts that feed among the lilies. 

Bride. Until day break and shadows flee away. 
To hills of frankincense and myrrh I go. 



ib.GoO'^lc 



MBTBICAL VBBSIOH OF THE CAHTICLBS. 

Kiag. Tbou art all fiur, my Mend, no spot in Aee. 
Come thou with me to Lebanon, Eipomed, 
With me to Lebanon ; look from Amana, 
Shenir, and Hermon's top, and thence behold 
' The den of lions and the bill of leopardi. 

Mjr lUter-apouBe, m; heart thine eye has taken, 
With one chain of thy neck has taken vboUy. 
How beoutiM thy lore, my aitter-^poiue I 
Sweeter thy love than is the juice of ^pes. 
The perfume of thy unguents than oil apices. 
Thy lips. Espoused, drop as honeycomb. 
Honey and milk upon tby tongue, and sweeter 
The perfume of thy gonnents than of Lebanon. 
A fenced gardra is my Mter-apouae, 
A spring enclosed and a fountain sealed. 
Thy plants a paradise of pleasant fruits. 
Pomegranates and sweet cane, and cinnamon. 
With frankincense and myrrh, the chief of spices ; 
A fountain of the gardens and a well 
Of liTing waters, streams from Lebanon. 

Bride. Awake, O north wind I come thou, south, and blow 
Upon my garden, that its spice flow onL 

So my JBeloved thither shall repair. 
And in his garden eat his pleasant fruits. 

King. Into my garden come, my sister^pouse. 

Have I, and gather'd there my myrrh and spioe, 
And drank my wine and milk : eat, O roy fnenda; 
Drink and be satisfied, O ye beloved. 

Bride. I sleep, but my heart waketh ; 'tia the voice 
Of my Beloved, and he knocketh, aaying, 
" My sister, open unto me ; my friend. 
My dove, my blamelesa one, the dews of eve 
Have fiU'd my head, my locks with drops of night." 

" I have put off my robe, how put it on f 

Have wadi'd my feet, and how shall I defile them t" 

His hand then my Beloved at the opening show'd ; 

My heart was moved for him, ] arose, 

To my Beloved I arose to open : 

But be was gone, he had withdrawn hinuelf. 

My soul went forth unto him when be spake ; 

I sought him, found not, — call'd, he did not answer. 

The watchmen of the city found and smote me, 

And then my veil from me they took away. 

I charge ye, daughters of Jerusalem, 

Tell my Beloved that I famt with love. 

Fhgim. What then is thy Beloved more than olban. 

Fairest of women, that thou doit so charge naf 
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Bride. Bright, beautiful, and ruddy my Beloved, 
The standard-be Brer among multitudes. 
His head ii Bhioing aa the finest gold. 
His locks in ringlets dark as evening flow. 
Hie eyes, as doves by fountains of clear waters, 
Flowing in soffaieH and in fulness dwelling. 
His cheeks a bed of spices, heaps of perfumes ; 
His lips are lilies dropping flowing myrrh. 
His hands gold rings, and with the beryl gemm'd ; 
His waist bright ivory overlaid with sapphires. 
Pillars of marble are his legs, and set 
On sockets of fine gold ; his countenance 
As Lebanon, surpassing as the cedars ; 
His mouth most sweet, yea, all to be desired, 
Such my Beloved, such is he my friend ; 
Such is he, daughters of Jerusalem. 

Pirgini. Whither is thy Beloved gone, O thoa 

The fwrest among women, whither turned. 
That we may seek him with thee, thy Beloved? 

Bride. Gone to bis garden my Beloved is. 

To feed mid spices, and to gather lilies. 
I my Beloved's, my Beloved mine. 
Feeding among the lilies in his garden. 

King, Fair art thou, O my friend, as thou art loving ; 
Fair as Jerusalem with banners stately. 
Tiim thine eyes to me, for they gladden me; 
Thy hair a flock of goats that gleam from Gilead ; 
Thy teeth a flock new-^horn come up from washing, 
Each having twins, and none of them bereaved ; 
Pomegranate-like thy temples in thy locks. 

I^e linen for the queen, and unguents 
For the companions,^ virgins without number. 
One is my dove, my undefiled, one, 
Her mother's only one art thou, her pure one ; 
And her the daughters see, and they shall bless 
The queen, and the companions they shall praise her. 
Firgiru. Behold, who is she looking forth upon us. 
Bright at the morning, fair as is the moon, 
Clear as the mn, and stately as with banners? 

Bridt. I went down to the garden of the nuts, 

To see the valley's fhiits, and whether there 
The vine had blossom'd, the pomegranates budded. 
I know not how, but my soul carried me 
Among the chariots of ray willing people. 

Virgmi, Return, return, O Shulamith, return ; 

Return, retnro, that we may look upon thee. 
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Bride. What tiien will 7s behold in Sbulsnitb t 
In her ths compaay as of tno armies ? 

Firgiru. Hov beautiful tby feet with aandali are, 
prince's daughter 1 and with jewels set 
The girding! of thj aide*, the perfect work 
or ikilful bands ; thy clasp a boTder'd cup, 
Its circle in unfailing lustre shining. 
Hiy foim * as Ebeaves with lilies compau'd round ; 
Like two young toes thy brsoita ; a lower of ivory 
Thy neck ; thine eyes like the fiab-pools in HeshboD ; 
The tower of Lebanon thy nose resembling. 
Thy head upon thee stately as mount Carmel, 
Thy hair entwining holds the King in tresse*. 

Kmg, How fair art thou, beloved, and how pleamni t 
Thy stature like a palro, thy breasts as clusters. 
Now will I to the palm-tree go, I said, 
And of the boughs take hold : thy breasts shall be 
As clusters of the vine, thy breath like citrons. 
Thy mouth like the best wine for my beloved, 
Cauung to murmur lips of those who slsep. 

Bride. I my Beloved's, hi* desire to me. 

Come, my Beloved, we will go afield. 

We will remain in shadowy shelter'd places. 

We will arise and to the vineyards go. 

And see if the vine flourish, if appear 

The tender grape and the pomegranates bud. 

There will I give to thee my loveliest flowers ; 

Those lovely flowers ere giving forth perfiime. 

And at OUT gates are all things excellent. 

The new, the old, lud up for thee, Beloved. 

O who shall bring thee to me as my brother. 

As one who at my mother's breast was fed t 

Then should I find, should keep thee, undespised; 

Then would I bring thee to my mother's bouse, 

And she would teach me : I would make thee drink 

Of the spiced wine, the juice of my pomegranate. 

His left hand shall be underneath my bead, 

His right hand shall support, encircle me. 

King. I charge ye, daughters of Jerusalem, 
Awake not the beloved till she please. 

Firgitu. Who is this coming from the wilderness. 

Who cometh up leaning on her Beloved t 
Bride. Under the dtron-tree I rused thee, 

And there thy mother fint enfolded thee, 

* niii if the onlf word, except " bdrothed " in line S, of whidi thereissDMssatlioriiedni 
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There ihs enfolded thee who brought thee fbith. 
Set me ai B«al upon thy heart, thme ann, 
For lore ia strong as death, zealous afiection 
Un yielding as the grave ; the brands of lore 
Are brands of fire, a flame rooit rehement. 
For many water* cannot quench that love. 
Neither the floods can drown it ; if a man 
Would give hi* wealthy all that he hath, for lore'. 
It would be utterly eontenm'd, deapi>ed. 

Tht iW. Ours is a little sister, all too young, 

Having no breast* : what shall ws do for her. 
Our sister, in the day she is demanded 1 
Be she a wall, a palace then of silver 
We will build on her ; if she be a door, 
We will enclose her then with plonks of cedar. 

Sride, I am a wall, my breasta like towers; and I 

Ws* in hi* eyes as one who has found favour. 

A vineyard was there of king Solomon'*, 

And his the lordship of a multitude. 

The vineyard unto watchmen did he give ; 

Each for the fhiit a thousand brings of silver. 

My vineyard, even mine, is now before me : 

For thee, O Solomon, a thousand is. 

Two hundred for the watchmen of the fhiit. 

Kms- O thou that dweUest in the gardens, where 

Companions hear thy voice, make me to hear it. 

Bride. Come quickly, my Beloved ; he thou like 

A roe, or a young hart, over the heights of heaven. 



The oonformity to the Hebrew idiom wherever poetible withont obscnring the sense, may seem 
harah, but is Jntended to give the English reader clearer ideas of the Hebrer poetry. Nolhing 
is here added ; bat posublj soma deUcate sbadea of ideas maj be lost b j metrical exigencies. 

The andent Hebrews aod pious Jews in after-ages being agreed in interpreting this poem a* 
an illegorj of the love of God to Israel, in the time of Solomoa the mother of tiie bride would 
be andent«od to typiiy the patriHrclial Church, of which Meichiiedek was priest and king ; her 
children, those Gentile nations who had derived from that Chorch the knowledge of the One true 
God, bat had not been included in the Mosaic dispensatian. 

The purpose of this eaiij prophetic revelation to the Lord's ancient people seems to have been 
to individnalize to tbdr conceptions the promised Messiah, as to the Brother according to the 
flesh, in His incarnation, who could feel towards bnmanitj as towards no other form of created 
Dstore. This mysterions and most bleased union— emblematised by the t^ing of woman, the 
type of the Cburch, from the side of Adam, " bone of his bones and flesh of his flesh," not pre- 
vionslj so fully rerealed to the Isnel of God — was made clear in this divine allegory. 

The betrolhol of the eigter-spmue to the King of Israel, the Prince of Peace, was typified to 
every descendant of Abmbam by- the solemn ritfi of betrothal previous to tiiat of marriage, 
and is here presented In all its beaetifiil and refined feeling!, preliminary to that fiiller union 
hereafter to be the portion of the bride when she shall be " the I^mh's wife." 
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" Let 09 be glad and rejoice : for the mamage of the I^mb ia come, and hia wife hath made 
heraelf ready." — Rav. zii. 7- 

TITLE. 
To the Chief, concerning thoie in white '. 
For the aoni of Korab, on instruction, a aong of the Beloved. 

Mt heart ia overflowing with good worda : 

I speak what I have made unto the King. 

Pen of a ready writer is my tongne. 

Fairer art thou than any child of man : 

Grace ia pour'd on thy lips ; God bleaseth thee for ever. 

Gird thou thy awoid upon thy thigh, most mighty ; 

Gird, with tity glory and thy majesty. 

And in thy majeatjr ride thou ' and proiper, 

Because of trudi, of meekness, righteouaneaa; 

And thy right hand shall show thee wondrous thingi. 

Thine arrows sharp, the natjons fall beneath thee, 

Sharp in the hearts of the King's enemies. 

Thy throne, O God, for ever and for ever I 

The sceptre of thy kingdom a right sceptre. 

> Epb. T. 33. This Pialm describea the marriage of which tbs betrothing ia ponrtra^ in Um 
Cantides, jet it was the earliest written. The fint and last Teraes show that the writer spoke of 
" the King," not of himsel£ Darid could not be that Idng; for though a conqueror he had do 
qneen, no one wife saperior to the others, neither did he nuke of hii chUdren princes over all die 
earth. Solomon coold not be that king ; for he was no conqueror, and bis " arrows were DOt 
sharp in the hearts of his enemies." Aben Ezra saya this Psalm, written b; Darid, is ooncemiBg 
Hessiab the Son of Darid. So- Kimchi, the Tai^um, and other Jewish writers. The queen is 
bjr the Targum eipUined as " the congregation of Israel." (Gil!.) If, as has always been s^- 
poaad, this Psalm was written by Darid, " the congregatioD of Israel " must have been prepared 
to nnderstond the allegorical personiGcotion of the Church as the Betrothed, the Bride in the 
Song of Solomon, as it ia well known that they did. In subseqoent prophet* the aame altegorr 
is used, as in Iso. Ut., Jer. iii. 14. 

White Unen, Gen. zU. i2 ; Ulies, Cant. iL 1 and 16 ; it. 6 ; vi. 3 (GiU so interprets Sho- 
sh'soim) ; rejoicing, Pa. il. 16 (Heb. 17), Sept. aod Vulg. who are changed, where mm appeara 
to be taken as the root No satisfutory eipUnatjon baring been given of Shoahanim, the de- 
riiatioD from the root vm is here adopted, as peculiarly ^plicafale to the white garmenta of Rer. 
iii. 4; xii. 8 and 14. Lilies; De Borgh, Hengstonbog. 

> Rer. ri. 2, "On the white horse of the GospeL" (GilL) 



Uq,i,....b,GOO'^IC 



PSALM XLV. 

Thou lovest ligliteouBneas and hateat evil : 

Therefore hath God, thy God, anointed thee 

Above thy fellowB with the oil of gladness. 

Thy garmentB are perf\im£d all with myirh, 

With eloei, caasia, from the palacei 

Of ivory, whence miuic* makea ihee glad. 

Kings' daughteti are thy honourahle women : 

Od thy right hand the queen in gold of Opbir. 

Hearken, O daughter, list, incline thine ear; 

Forget ^y people and thy father's bouse, 

So shall the King have pleasure in thy beauty ; 

For He, even He, thy Lord : worship thou Him. 

Lo ! witii a gift the daughter of Tyre is there ; 

The rich among the people seek thy face. 

The daughter of the King, within *, all glorioni. 

Her raiment with wrought gold enwoven. 

In broider'd robes she to the King is brought, 

The virgins her companions fbllowing her ', 

With joy and gladneta ehall be brought to thee. 

So (hall they enter the King'i palace-hall. 

And for thy * fathers shall thy ' children he. 

Princes whom thou mayeat set in all the earth. 

Thy name to be remember'd will I make 

From generation unto generation : 

So shall the nations praise thee ever and for ever. 



' ■» is by Dr. Bdake and otho* rendwed mniic, as " an apocopated plural." See lUdnke 
on the SapL and Vnlg. of the Fralms as compared with the Hebrew. Delitd renders it the same. 
The word n traosUled in Pe. cl. 4, " stringed insbunwDts," E. V. Such were the harps of the 
ApocolypMt Rev. v. 8 ; xiv. 3 ; it. 3. Oecenins, &c. 

■ The inner chambers, the a6ode of tiie King, Can! L 4. De Bui^h, &c. 

* Caot. i. &C. 

•> Mascnline pionoima. 
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